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(&%} 1] Barack Obama
I stand here knowing that my story is part of the larger American story, that [ owe a debt to all of those who
came before me, and that in no other country on Earth is my story even possible.

Keynote Address at the Democratic National Convention at Boston, July 27, 2004

Hello, Chicago. If there is anyone out there who still doubts that America is a place where all things are
possible, who still wonders if the dream of our founders is alive in our time, who still questions the power
of our democracy, tonight is your answer.

Victory Speech at Chicago, November 6, 2008

(&%} 2] Gunnar Myrdal
The American Negro problem is a problem in the heart of the American. It is there that the interracial
tension has its focus. It is there that the decisive struggle goes on. This is the central viewpoint of this
treatise. Though our studies includes economic, social, and political race relations, at bottom our problem
is the moral dilemma of the American — the conflict between his moral valuations on various levels of con-
sciousness and generality. The "American Dilemma,". . . is the ever-ranging conflict between, on the one
hand, the valuations preserved in the general plane which we shall call the "American Creed," where the
American thinks, talks, and acts under the influence of high national and Christian precepts, and, on the
other hand, the valuations on specific planes of individual and group living, where personal and local in-
terests; economic, social and sexual jealousies; considerations of community prestige and conformity;
group prejudice against particular person or types of people; and all sorts of miscellaneous wants, impulses,
and habits dominate his outlook.

Gunnar Myrdal, An American Dilemma, Ixxix. [4 % V) v 7| #if5#)]
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(1] 2AM - BEHDBIEEHRE SN TS Ho1(1935-1945)

Plummer, Rising Wind, p.26

[&# 3] We Are American, Too, Conference, Flyer (1943)
For sixty-eight [sic] years the Negro has struggled for his full share of this democracy. He has made use of
every parliamentary device to make known his grievances and demand redress. He has asked for
full-fledged citizenship with all the rights, privileges and responsibilities pertaining thereto. Alas, he has
enjoyed second class citizenship with a Black Cabinet between him and his Government. . . Now, we are
engaged in a great world revolution testing whether this nation or any nation so conceived and so dedicated
to double standards of citizenship and justice can long endure. . . People of all races and colors are battling
against fascist slavery and dictatorship and for freedom. In North Africa, India, China, Australia, on
Guadalcanal, on the Solomon Islands and in London and Stalingrad, men -- white, black, yellow and brown,
sweat and bleed and die that democracy might live.
From the throated millions of Negroes everywhere comes the cry: "WHAT SHALL WE DO?"
The need for mass organization is now. Negro Americans must awake to the cause of their nation's free-
dom. Black men who have so long seen and cherished democracy from afar must arise and take this sacred
goddess for themselves. Democracy must be saved for America and hence for the world. We must join
the swelling ranks of all people who are on the march toward a free world.

Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters Papers, Chicago History Museum, Box 7
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[£#%1 4] Resolution, Colonial Conference, April 6, 1945
1. Colonialism must go, for the reason that it has caused poverty, illiteracy and disease which affects not
only the colonies, but also the world, therefore, world peace.
2. There should be an international body established to oversee the transition of peoples from colonial sta-
tus to such autonomy as colonial peoples themselves may desire.
3. That on such an international body the colonial peoples themselves shall have effective representation.
4. That prime objet of this international body shall be to improve the economic and social condition of the
colonial peoples.
Colonial Representatives Stand for Freedom Now, April 12, 1945, NAACP Papers, Box

A197

[Z&%l5]) W. E. B. Du Bois to Walter White, November 24, 1947
What is wrong about human rights is not the lack of pious statements, but the question as to what applica-
tion is made of them and what is to be done when human rights are denied in the face of law and declara-
tion. For this reason, I have worked for a year on a specific case of denial of rights.

W. E. B. Du Bois Papers [microfilm], Reel 60.

[&#% 6] President Truman's Speech to NAACP on Human Rights (1947) [sic]
The consciousness of our nation, and the legal machinery which enforce it, has not yet secured to each citi-
zen full freedom from fear. We cannot wait another decade or another generation to remedy these evils.
We must work, as never before, to cure them now.
The aftermath of war and the desire to keep faith with our nation's historic principles makes the need a
pressing one. The support of desperate populations of battle-ravaged countries must be won for this free
way of life. We must have them as allies in our continuing struggle for the peaceful solution of the
world's problems. Freedom is not an easy lesson to teach, nor an easy cause to sell, to peoples beset by
every kind of privation. They may surrender to the false security offered so temptingly by totalitarian re-

gimes unless we can prove the superiority of democracy

The way ahead is not easy. We shall need all the wisdom, imagination and courage we can muster. We
must and shall guarantee the civil rights of all our citizens. Never before has the need been so urgent for
skillful and vigorous action to bring us closer to our ideal.

We can reach the goal. When past difficulties faced our nation, we met challenges with inspiring charters
of human rights — the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, the Bill of Rights and the Emancipa-

tion Proclamation. Today our representatives, and those of other liberty-loving countries on the United
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Nations Commission on Human Rights, are preparing an International Bill of Rights. We can be confi-
dent that it will be a great landmark in a man's long search for freedom since its members consist of such
distinguished citizen of the world as Mrs. Franklin [sic] D. Roosevelt.

Transcript, New York Times, June 30, 1947.
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(&%} 7] Paul Robeson (1944)
One important part of the solution of the Negro problem here will be the pressure of other countries on
America from outside. There are 100,000 Negroes now in the Army in the English theatre of operations.
Americans wanted their segregation, as at home. The English, however, insisted on their being mixed in.
This shows the possibility of action within the Anglo-Saxon world, and it also shows the power of foreign
opinion. . .
We shall have a tremendous lot to say about what happens in Africa. I have learned through conversation
with English friends that the British conservative realizes that India is lost, and that now "the gravy" is in
Africa. The African problem is very urgent one, and will come into the picture more and more. Mr.
Churchill can fall as quickly as Mr. Chamberlain did, if he does not see eye to eye with the British people.
This is obviously not a race war — it turns rather, on the idea of peoples that are free and those that are not
free. The American Negro has changed his temper. Now he wants his freedom. Whether he is smiling
at you or not, he wants his freedom. The old exploitation of peoples is definitely is past.

New York Times, April 12, 1944,
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[&# 8] NAACP Petition to US. U.N. Delegation(1952)

The United States clearly faces a whole series of critical policy decisions relating to events in various parts
of Africa. The long list of African issues on the agenda of the Seventh Assembly of the United Nations
and current events in Africa itself given plain warning that Africa is taking its own major place in the pat-
tern of world crisis and conflict. We cannot ignore it. We cannot give it secondary place . . .. We dare
not act in a way that will shut off the United Nations as the last hope of millions increasingly desperate Af-
ricans and thus dive them down the dark path of violence and anarchy. We have to think and act in a
manner consistent with our great purpose, which is to help bring into being a world of free men whose
freedom will give them the will and the strength to turn back and dissipate the forces of despair and Soviet
totalitarianism.
It is primarily because we failed to achieve this kind of consistency in our policies in Asia during the past
seven years that we suffer today from the consequence of Communist victories there. In non-Communist
Asia we earned for ourselves a heritage of mistrust and rejection which continues to weaken us and hamper
the common struggle against Communist totalitarianism.

NAACP, To the United States Delegation, October 28, 1952, NAACP Papers, Group II,

Box A7

(&% 9] Congo Protest at UN (1961)
Fred Shuttlesworth
The Congo murder of Patrice Lumumba is as disturbing to colored Americans as it is to the diplomats of
the United Nations. . . Becoming increasingly more interested in world affairs, and especially concerned
and anxious about the progress of the newly emerging African nations, we view as alarming and despicable
any developments or impediments which stand in their way of freedom, dignity, and unity.

Fred Shuttlesworth, "A Southerner Speaks. . . " Pittsburgh Courier, February 25, 1961.

James Baldwin

Their [communists] presence [at UN demonstration] is not as frightening as the discontent which creates

their opportunity. What I find appalling- and really dangerous-- is the American assumption that the Negro

is so contented with his lot here that only the cynical agents of a foreign power can rouse him to protest.
James Baldwin, "A Negro Assays the Negro Mood,". The New York Times Magazine,
March 12, 1961.

A Jimmy McDonald

To me, those who speak for me should be a part of the Negro community, and I don't mean in color, but in
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the aspirations of the Negro people. Such as the people who are going to jail in the South, the women
who lay down in front of a train in South Africa, or who live in a tent in Fayetteville, and last but not least
the child who goes to school under the protection of a Federal Marshal. In closing, sir, let me say that in
the future when you are apologizing, do not attempt to apologize for the man on the block because we are
tired of scratching when we don't itch, tired of laughing when we want to cry and moreover tired of saying
yes when we mean NO.

Jimmy McDonald to Roy Wilkins, March 9, 1961, NAACP Papers, Group II Box A34.

[£43% 2] Richard Aoki
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[&#} 10] Richard Aoki Oral History
I have to admit, at the beginning of strike, I didn't think the cause was all that significant. ~After fighting
hard on the street of Oakland [as a black panther], the Berkeley strike seemed like a petit bourgeois struggle
for upward mobility. I now see the importance of strike. Number one, we practiced Third World soli-
darity. We hung in there tight, we hung in there tough. That's why we won. Second, we created a new
revolutionary concept. Together with the San Francisco State strike victory, this was the first time Ethnic
Studies was part of the education system. The strike itself wasn't a total victory, but it set up the frame-
work for developing the Ethnic Studies Department. Third, in the long term, many of the students who
participated in strike returned to their communities as professionals. Those individuals set up programs
and organizations, some of which have served to this day. Fourth, the strike provided an inspiration to
other students groups throughout the country and that continues to today. This wasn't just within U.S.
We inspired students movements worldwide. This was dialectical in nature because the revolutionary
movements throughout the Third World were an inspiration to us.

Fujino, Samurai among Panthers, p.207
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