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Robert Korstad and Nelson Lichtenstein, "Opportunities Found and Lost: Labor,
Radicals, and the Early Civil Rights Movement," Journal of American History 75
(December, 1988): 786-787.
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(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1999), p.291.
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[E# 4. 2] Robert F. Williams (in his own words), as precursor of the so
My only difference with Dr. King is that I believe in flexibility in the freedom struggle. This
means that I believe in non-violent tactics where feasible; the mere fact that I have a sit-in case
pending before the U.S. Supreme Court bears this out. Massive civil disobedience is a powerful
weapon under civilized conditions where the law safeguards the citizen's right of peaceful
demonstrations. In civilized society that law serves as a deterrent against lawless forces that
would destroy the democratic process. But where there is a breakdown of the law, the
individual citizen has a right to protect his person, his family, his home and his property. To me
this is so simple and proper that it is self-evident.

Robert F. Williams, Negro with Guns (New York: Marzani & Munsell, 1962), p.4.

[Blecause of the international situation, the Federal Government does not want racial incidents
which draw the attention of the world to the situation in the South. Negro self-defense draws
such attention, and the Federal Government will be more willing to enforce law and order if the
local authorities don't.

Ibid., p.5.

When the racists forced me into exile they unwittingly led me onto a greater field of battle. . ..
This is the time for demonstrations like the one that we had in the United Nations protesting the
lynching of Patrice Lumumba. We must display the type of courage that will embarrass this
nation before the world. all this time we will further identify our struggle for liberation with the
struggle of our brothers in Africa, and the struggle of the oppressed of Asia and Latin America.
This in turn will further identify their struggle with ours.

Ibid., p.70-71.

Some of these "responsible” Negroes are afraid that militant action damages "amiable race
relations." They complain that race relations may deteriorate to a point that many Negroes may
lose jobs. What they mean is that they may lose their jobs. For the black workers. who are
the first to be fired and last, if ever, to be hired, the situation is so bad it can't deteriorate. . . . We
realize that there must be a struggle within our own ranks to take the leadership away from the
black Quislings who betray us. Then the white liberals who are dumping hundreds of
thousands of dollars into our struggle in the South to convert us to pacifism will have to accept

our understanding of the situation or drop their liberal pretensions.
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Ibid., p.74-75.

[E# 5] Martin Luther King’'s Speech at the Great March to Freedom Demonstration and Rally in
Detroit, June 23, 1963
11 EBERADERKIZONT
The events of Birmingham, Alabama, and the more than sixty communities that have started
protest movements since Birmingham, are indicative of the fact that theNegro is now
determined to be free. . . Now Birmingham and the freedom struggle tell us something else.
They reveal to us that the Negro has a new sense of dignity and a new sense of self-respect.

[Yes]

1.2 R OYENE L BRERMOBERICONT
I know we have heard a lot of cries saying, "Slow up and cool off." [Laughter] We still hear
these cries. They are telling us over and over again that you're pushing things too fast, and
so they're saying, "Cool off." Well, the only answer that we can give to that is that we've

cooled off all too long, and that is the danger. [Applause] There’s always the danger if you cool

off too much that you will end up in a deep freeze. [Applause] "Well," they’re saying, "you need to

put on brakes." The only answer that we can give to that is that the motor’s now cranked up
and we’re moving up the highway of freedom toward the city of equality, [Applause] and
we can't afford to stop now because our nation has a date with destiny. We must keep
moving.

Then there is another cry. They say, "Why don’t you do it in a gradual manner?" Well,
gradualism is little more than escapism and do-nothingism, which ends up in stand-stillism.

[Applause] We know that our brothers and sisters in Africa and Asia are moving with jet-like speed

toward the goal of political independence. And in some communities we are still moving at

horse-and-buggy pace toward the ¢aining of a hamburger and a cup of coffee at a lunch counter.

[Applause]

Cf. Malcolm X, Message to the Grassroots, “Farce on Washington”

1.3 AFICHIFHFERIZONT
As I move toward my conclusion, you're asking, I'm sure, "What can we do here in Detroit to
help in the struggle in the South?" Well, there are several things that you can do. One of
them you’ve done already, and I hope you will do it in even greater dimensions before we

leave this meeting. . . Now the second thing that you can do to help us down in Alabama and
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Mississippi and all over the South is to work with determination to get rid of any segregation
and discrimination in Detroit, [Applause] realizing that injustice anywhere is a threat to
justice everywhere. And we’ve got to come to see that the problem of racial injustice is a
national problem. No community in this country can boast of clean hands in the area of
brotherhood. Now in the North it’s different in that it doesn’t have the legal sanction that it
has in the South. But it has its subtle and hidden forms and it exists in three areas: in the area
of employment discrimination, in the area of housing discrimination, and in the area of de

facto segregation in the public schools. And we must come to see that de facto segregation in

the North is just as injurious as the actual segregation in the South. [Applause] And so if you

want to help us in Alabama and Mississippi and over the South, do all that you can to get rid

of the problem here.

14 EETRONIEISDONT
I have a dream this afternoon (I have a dream) that there will be a day that we will no longer
face the atrocities that Emmett Till had to face or Medgar Evers had to face, that all men can

live with dignity.
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